June 24, 1947 




Curator of Coins 
Yale Museum 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Sir# 

At the present time I am engaged in studying the 1737-9 copper 
coinage of Connecticut undertaken by John Higley at Granby, 
Connecticut. I know that you have a very fine collection of 
both these Connecticut coins as well as the coins issued by 
the State of Connecticut after the American Revolution. 

I have been working in order to determine how many additional 
dies there are to those which were known by Crosby, as I have 
found certain omissions in his work which I consider in need 
of correction. I only have about ten specimens available for * 
my inspection at the present time and thought that it might be 
possible for you to let me know the varieties you have in your 
collection, and it might be possible for me to obtain enlarged 
pictures of them for study. 

I shall be glad to give you further details with respect to the 
foregoing if you are in a position to cooperate with me at this 
time, as I realise this is the vaeation season and perhaps the 
party in charge may not bo available. I look forward to hear- 
ing from you as to the foregoing and, although I do not wish 
to inconvenience you, the information which I am assembling 
I am sure will be of substantial interest in determining the 
genuine from the counterfeit as well as increasing the list 
of genuine coins. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/me 


James T. Babb 
Librarian 


Yale University Library 

New Haven Connecticut 

W 


David H. Clift 
Associate Librarian 


July 2, 1947 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am sorry to disappoint you in the matter of 
Higley coins. There is but one specimen in the Yale Col- 
lection, Crosby’s Type 1, (No. 18, PI. VIII). The condi- 
tion is only fair, the crowns on the two lower hammers 
scarcely visible. We have two electro types of this type 
and two of the coin with the axe, Crosby’s Type 3. 

If you want an enlarged photograph of the Yale 
coin, we shall be glad to have it made and sent you. The 
library charges a small sum for this service. 

With best wishes for success in your work on 
the series and regretting that the Yale Collection can 
contribute so little. 


DHCtMJJ 


Sincerely yours 

V\. Cey 

Dorothy H. Cox 


-Ik 


tfV 


Vo 5 


July 10, 1947 


Yale University Library 

Mew Haven, Connecticut ' 

Attn 5 Miss Dorothy H. Cox 
Gent lament 

Thank you for your letter of July 2 f 1947 with respect to the 
Higley coins. 

The one specimen in the Yale collection which you state is 
Crosby Type 1 (Ho. 18, PI. VIII) may or may not be properly 
classified, as there is another die of each side of the coin 
which was unknown to Crosby. 

On the side with the hammers there is a star on the lower 
border. The line on this star, from the top down to the right 
foot, is noticeably irregular on one die and straight on 
another. On the aide with the deer the lower parte of the 
two £*s in the word "THREE" touch the circular line on one 
die and not on the other. The horns of the deer point te each 

aide of the "0" in "OP" on one die, but both point te the left 

side of "0" on the other. I would very much appreciate if you 

will look at your coin and tell me what your specimen shows. 

I would like to see the eleetrotypes which you have. My 
reason is that they are, no doubt, ooples of existing sped* 
mens. Sines they have no particular value, I am wondering if 
you could mail them to me, and I will return them a day or 
two after receiving them. If you could favor me in that 
manner it would bo helpful for the work I am doing. 

Sineorely yours, 


EPN/me 


Yale University Library 


New Haven Connedticut 


James T. Babb 
Librarian 




Associate Librarian 


David H. Clift 


July 18, 1947 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


In answer to your letter of July tenth, the Yale 


specimen of Crosby type 1 is as follows: 

obverse : The two E»s of THREE touch the line. The 
horns of the deer point to both sides of the letter 

0 . 

reverse : The down stroke on the star is not so con- 
spicuously irregular as that of the star in Crosby, 
possibly because the lower right point of the star 
on our specimen is almost off flan and very worn. I 
feel certain, however, that the dies are identical 
as they check in all general measurements and in the 
distinctive form of the second N. 


The thing that occurs to me, and that you no doubt 


have considered in comparing other specimens, is that after 
a certain amount of use, the reverse die was touched up, but 
not. entirely recut; the Crosby coin being struck from the die 
in its second state. The serifs on the E of Connecticut seem 
more pronounced on the Crosby coin, also the cross of the T fol- 
lowing a little longer and not so neat as on our more worn piece. 
On the other hand, wear and the lighting of the photograph may 
account for these minute differences. 


Under separate cover I am sending you our four elec- 


trotypes 


Sincerely yours 



DHC:MJJ 


Dorothy H. Cox 


July 24, 1947 


Kiss Dorothy H. Gox 
Yale University Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Hies Coxs 

I appreciate very much your letter of July 18, 1947 and the 
comments therein contained, 

I was glad to have an opportunity to see the electrotypes which 
you were kind enough to forward, and they are being returned 
under separate cover. 


From the specimens and the information I have available I find 
you are correct in your belief that there is only one reverse 
with "CONNECTICUT 1737" and that that reverse has been recut, 
causing the Irregular line in the star and certain enlargements 
in the letters, 

I have found three separate varieties of the obverse reading. 

THE VALUE OF THREE PENCE" , two of which are illustrated in 

Crosby, Each of these varieties comes with the above mentioned 
reverse, so that it is obvious the reverse die was used for quite 
a while. In the unlisted variety of the obverse the "THREE" is 
entirely clear of the line. 


I have examined a coin which shows that Crosby Plate VIII-18 
has likewise been recut so that the deer's horns almost touch 
each other at the top. The Bolen counterfeit, which is illus- 
trated in Crosby at the bottom of Plate VIII, is a copy of the 
die after recutting. This accounts for the substantial differences 
between the Bolen copy and the coin illustrated in Crosby, 

From the foregoing, it scorns that I have only uncovered one new 
obverse die and have found two other variations in dies result- 
ing from reoutting of existing dies. 


As to the 1785-8 coins of the State of Connecticut, I know that 
your library has an excellent collection. There is one coin which 
I would be interested to learn if you have. This is the 1787 
Connecticut Cent, Miller 1-WW, which is the only variety of the 


July '?♦, 1947 


- 2 - 

Mlss Dorothy H. Cox 


Connecticut oeat which has the seated figure facing to the 
right hand aide of the coin holding a staff in her right 
hand and a wreath in her left hand. I have the one specimen 
which is illustrated in Bette* pamphlet on counterfeit half 

pence made in America. 

I fully realise that you must be quite an expert in coins 
and therefore hope you do not ebjeot to my questions. 

If I oan be helpful to you in any way, do not hesitate to 
eall upon me. 


Sincerely yours, 


Yale University Library 


New Haven Connecticut 


James T. Babb 




David H. Clift 


Librarian 


Associate Librarian 


July 31, 1947 


Eric P. Newman, Esq. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Although we have a very good collection 


of Connecticut cents of 1785*88, we have no copy of 
Miller 1-WW. 


If you want to check on the whereabouts 


of specimens of this coin, I suggest you write Mr. 
Norman Boyant of New Haven. 


Office: 205 Church Street 

Home: Old Orchard Road, North Haven. 

He has been trying to trace and list as 


many of these coins as possible, both in order to list 
new varieties and to revise the rarity ratings. Some 
varieties now listed as rarity six are in fact quite 
common, others of rarity one and two really hard to 


find 


We are very glad indeed to have the col- 


lection used either first hand or by mail, so please 
do not hesitate to write us. 


Sincerely yours. 



Dorothy H. Cox 


DHC:MJJ 
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YALE UNIVERSITY 

PEABODY MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

April 8 1948 


Dear Hillis*. 


We seldom use the amgnium-chloride here anymore, but 
get far better results by burning magnesium metal ribbihn. 
you can ^ get this cheaply at any chemical supply house. 

We get it, 7>/Q in. wide, in rolls about three inches in 
diameter, for less than a dollar. 

To use, simply break off a small piece ( 1/2 inch 
would be enough for a penny), hold it in a pair of forceps, 
light it, and when it bursts into a white flame wave it 
back and forth about two inches under the coin. This will 
coat the object with an even, bluish-white film that is 
finer in texture than the ammonia, brings out detail better, 
and has the advantage of lasting inde finitely . By that i 
mean it does not attract moisture from the air, and ’melt" 
from the specimen in damp weather, it is soluble in water, 
and easily washed off, 

I don't know ox any publication describing the ammonia 
process that would be easily available, j have a descrip- 
tion in my "nature photography Around the year", but that 
in now out oi print. May be a copy in your library. j 
will inclose a crude sketch, but strongly advise using the 
magnesium. 


It was good seeing you for a short 
night, perhaps next trip we can talk 
Remember me to Mrs. Howie and the 


boys , 


time the other 
a little longer. 


Cordially 


April 12, 194-8 


Mias Dorothy Cox 
Yale University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cox: 

You were kind enough, you will recall, to let me examine 
certain Granby Connecticut coppers (electrotypes) which are 
in the Yale collection. I am now trying to continue my line 
of endeavor as to certain other items connected with Connect- 
icut coins. The items to which I refer are the British 
imitation half pence made in America and the mulings of those 
half pence with Vermont and Connecticut coins. 

In 1886 Willys Betts wrote a wonderful article on this subject 
based upon the fale University collection. I am endeavoring 
to assemble four major collections of these items so as to 
give pictures of all the die varieties and give the proof as 
completely as possible that these are items of American manu- 
facture, 

I would like to know from you whether it would be possible for 
you to send me for examination and photographing the imitation 
British half pence in the Yale collection, as well as those 
Vermont and Connecticut mulings which have a British imitation 
half pence die on one side and American state coinage die on 
the other side. In Vermont, as you know, Ryder No. 13 and 
Ryder No. 31 fall into this classification. There is also an 
English imitation obverse muled with the 1788 Connecticut re- 
verse known as Miller reverse D. I do not know whether you 
have these mulings in your collection or not, but perhaps 
there are other mulings about which I do not know. 

In any event, what I would like to know is if, at the proper 
time, I could borrow your collection of imitation half pence 
and their mulings for the study I am making. 

Sinoerely yours, 


E PNewman/me 


James T. Babb 
Librarian 


Yale University Library 

New Haven Connecticut 

W 


April 23, 1948 


Eric P. Newman, Esq. 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Miss Cox has turned over to me your letter 
to her of April 12; and we, of course, should like 
to help you in every way with your work. However, 

I am hesitant about sending off unique material such 
as the coinswhicb you mentioned. We should not do ~ 
that with regard to our rare books, and I very much 
doubt if we should do it with a coin. We can send 
you a photograph of any coin you may wish or a cast 
of it. I hope this will be suitable. Just let us 
know in which coinsyou are interested. 

I do wish you would come and visit our 
collection sometime. 



JTB:ba 


April 27, 19^8 


Mr. James T. Babb 
Yale University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Conneetieut 

Dear Mr. Babb: 

I sincerely believe I am in a position to add a great deal of 
information to the subject of American imitation British half 
pence as other collections of them are being sent to me for 
photographing and checking. In your letter of April 23 you 
have some doubt concerning whether you should send me the 
material, but I can assure you that it will be returned prompt- 
ly if you will favor me with a few of the items. 

For the present I would like to see the American imitation 
half pence dated from 1776 through 1788. In the Betts article 
on "Counterf eit Half Pence” it is mentioned that your collection 
contains four varieties of 1776, five varieties of 1778, one 
variety of 1781, one variety of 1785, one variety of 1786, 
four varieties of 1787, and one. variety of 1788. No doubt 
there are others from that period in your collection, and I 
hope you can find your way clear to lend them to me. 

I suggest that the coins you send me be photostated or photo- 
graphed so that there will be no question as to their identity. 
Many of the coins are so weak and have such fine distinctions 
that I feel as though I must have the coins themselves, if it 
is possible for you to cooperate with ne. 

If you would prefer to send them to Washington University in 
St. Louis instead of to a private individual, I oan arrange 
with the Numismatic Department of Washington University to 
get the opportunity to check the coins in that way. Washington 
University has a very fine collection of classical coins. 

I know you have some very excellent coins in your general col- 
lection, and have been corresponding with Mr. Norman Bryant 
of your city on Connecticut cents. 


Page #2 

Ur. James T» Babb 


April 27, 1948 


If you would prefer to send only a few coins at a time, I 
would appreciate seeing the 1778 and 1787 half cents first. 

I must admit that I am not a Yale graduate and my only 
appearances at Yale were in athletic endeavors when I was 
on teams from MIT, and we ordinarily took a sound thrashing 
on each visit. I have been collecting and studying coins 
for over twenty-five years, commencing when I was ten. 

If you wish to check my sincerity in this endeavor, you may 
do so with Mr. Sidney Noe, of the American Numismatic Society 
in New York, who knows of my interest in Colonial coins. 

I would not want the University to have any expenses in con- 
nection with my work. 

I hope you can favor me with the opportunity to examine 
certain of your coins. 


Sincerely, 


E PNewman/me 


Yale University Library 


New Haven Connecticut 


James T. Babb 


¥ 


Librarian 


May 15, 1948 


Eric P. Newman, Esq. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

We are sending you samples of our counter- 
feit half-pence in small lots. 

Yesterday we sent you nine coins: four 
varieties of 1778 (three reverse dies, one struck 
with two obverses); five varieties of 1787 (four 
reverse dies, one struck with two obverses). 
Although we have several duplicates of these, no 
new dies and no new combinations of dies of these 
dates have been added to the collection. We have 
however, one 1877 half-penny formerly owned by 
Betts, but, I believe, not mentioned in his book. 
There is the possibility of a second variety of 
this date, but the feeble striking of the date 
makes it doubtful. We have not yet checked all 
the other dates. 

We shall send you another lot when these 
have been returned. 


Sincerely yours 



JTB:ba 


June 4, 1948 






Mr. James T. Babb 
Yale University Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Babbt 

I merely wish to let you know that the coins 
vhioh you were kind enough to forward to me 
arrived and have been studied, but I am wait- 
ing for my photographer to take their pictures 
and it may take a little more time, as he is 
temperamental and overwhelmed with the summer’s 
outburst of pieture-taking. His principal 
business is developing film, 

I have received two other collections of imita- 
tion half pence, and I believe the study will 
be very interesting. In your letter of May 15 
you referred to an 1877 half penny. I presume 
you mean 1788, but I will get to that after I 
returns the coins I have on hand. 

Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/me 




r 


July 7, 1948 


Mr. Jane a T. Babb 
Yalo University Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. BabbJ 

I am not satisfied with the photographic results I 
obtained with the coins you were kind enough to send 
no, and I have determined that the coins mu 3 t be per - * 
fectly photographed, I have communicated with the 
American Numismatic Society in New York City and they 
have indicated that they will have their photographer 
help me. I have also asked Mr. Hillis Howie, of the 
Community School in this city, and who was formerly 
with the Peabody Museum of Natural History at Yale, 
to give me his suggestions, which he has dons. 

As soon as the battle of photography has been won I 
will promptly return the coins, but merely wish to 
keep you advised as to the reason for my delay. 

Thank you again for your courtesy. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/me 


July 22, 1948 


Mr. James T. Babb, Librarian 
Yalo University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Babbt 

I an returning under separate cover the 9 imitation English half 
pennies which you were kind enough to lend me a few months ago. 

I finally succeeded in having them photographed by the American 
Numismatic Society in New York, and arrangements have been made 
for them to photograph any other coins for me promptly. 

I have checked several other collections and have found onl£ two 
new combinations of dies dated 1778 and 1787 other than those in 
your collection. 

You indicated in your letter of May 15, 1948 that you have an 16 
(I presume you mean 1788) half penny which Betts did not mention 
in his book. I would like very much to cheok this item, and alsw 
would like to see your other half pennies dated from 1776 through 
1788. I am particularly interested in the 1786 item which, I 
assume, is Betts No. 8. Betts states that you have four dated 
1776, one dated 1781, one dated 1785, and one dated 1786. 

I would also appreciate if you would send me the duplicates of 
the If 78 and 1787 half pennies, as the development of die breaks 

is giving me information as to the order in which the eoins were 
struck. 

The new group which I would appreciate your sending me will not 
be delayed by virtue of bad photography, as was the last. 

When I was in the East last week I visited Mr. F.C.C. Boyd who, 

of course, is very interested in your collection and is assisting 
me, along with many others. 

I believe I will offer the American Numismatic Society the oppor- 
tunity of publishing this material when it is completed. 

Thank you for your kindness. 


Very truly youre. 


EPNewman/m# 


Yale University Library 


New Haven Connecticut 


James T. Babb 


W 


David H. Clift 


Librarian 


Associate Librarian 


July 29, 1948 


E. P. Newman, Esq.. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Incorporated 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Mr. Babb is now away from the Office, and so I am re- 


plying to your letter of July twenty-second. We are preparing 
to send you another package of coins. We shall send the re- 
maining ones that you want to see in two packages; the second 
package to be sent whenever you have finished with and returned 
the first. In the final package, we shall send some coins of 
doubtful date which may be of help to you in your study. I 
shall ask Miss Cox, who is in charge of our collection, to 
send you a record of the coins which are being sent with this 
shipment. 


Sincerely yours, / 



DEC:MJJ 



August 25, 


1948 


Mr. David H. Clift 
Yale University Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Clifti 

I just returned from ay vacation and found your letter 
of July 29, 1948, with respect to sending the additional coins 
to examine. You indicated that one package would be promptly 
dispatched by Mies Cox, however, I merely wish to advise you 
that nothing has been received so far. I assume, of course, 
that the summer season has .delayed this action but am writing 
in an abundance of caution. 


Very truly yours, 


E. P. Newman/c 


Yale University Library 

New Haven Connecticut 


James T. Babb 
Librarian 


% 


Associate Librarian 


David H. Clift 


August 27, 1948 


E. P. Newman, Esq.. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Incorporated 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

We are sending you a package of coins 
today. The remaining ones which you wish to 
see have been gathered together and can be 
sent to you when you have finished with this 
present package. 


Sincerely yours 



DHCiMJJ 


September 10, 1948 


/ 


Mr* James T. Babb, Librarian 
Yale University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Ur* Babbs 

I am returning under separate cover 14 of the 1? oolns you 
vere hind enough to send me a few days age, and the other 
three I am going te have photographed* I would appreciate 
it very much if you will send me the final groups of coins 
you have laid aside so that I can photograph those I wish 
all at one time, and for that reason I am returning this 
group so that I have as few as possible out at one time. 

I have made miscellaneous notations on the envelopes con* 
tainlng the oolns, but I am sure I have added nothing to 
your knowledge for the present* 

My photographs of the coins you previously sent me and 
the other coins which I have pictured from other collections 
in the country are pretty well assembled, and I am in a 
position te shew that) 

(1) All imitations dated 1778, 1784, 1786, 1787 
and 1788 are of American origin and were made 
by the men engaged in the making of Conneeticut 
and Vermont oolns. 

(2) They were made secretly and in violation of the 
franchise to make Conneeticut and Vermont coins* 

(3) The imitations were struck alternately with 
the State Colonial issues* 

Mr. Hoe of the American Numismatic Society is following my 
work, and I hope I can complete it without toe much delay* 

Thank you again for your cooperation, and looking forward to 
receiving the additional package from you, I am, 


E PH/me 


Sincerely yours. 


James T. Babb 
Librarian 


Yale University Library 

New Haven Connecticut 


David H. Clift 
Associate Librarian 


September 21, 1948 


Eric P. Newman, Esq.. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Incorporated 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

We have your letter stating that fourteen of the seventeen 
coins are being returned. These have not reached the Library yet, 
but we shall proceed to send you the final group. 

We are glad to have the decisions you have reached concern- 
ing the coins. They will be helpful, X am sure, to our Coin Col- 
lection. 


Sincerely yours, 


October 15, 1948 


Mr. David H. Clift 
Yale University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr, Clifts 

Under separate cover I am returning the balance 
of the coins which were sent to me, including 
those I did not return previously, 

I have begun work on my article and am hoping to 
finish it shortly, I will send you a copy of it 
as soon as it is completed, I imagine somebody 
will find it interesting enough to publish it at 
a later date. 

four helpfulness has been very greatly appreciated, 
and I hope that the opportunity will not be distant 
when I can spend a little time at the Yale Library 
and see some of the unusual items you have in your 
numismatic collection. 


Sincerely yours. 


SPNewman/me 
Dictated but not read. 


November 1, 19*8 


Mr. David H. Glift 
Yale University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Clift* 

I believe you have in your coin 
collection a 1787 Fugio cent struck in gold. 
What I am interested in knowing is if it is 
the variety which has large stars in the 
center of the thirteen links, or if it is 
without the stars. Would you be kind enough 
to let me know. 

My work on the imitation halfpence 
is slowly getting into shape, and I hope to 
have something available for publication with 
in a few months. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/'fm 


Yale University Library 


New Haven Connecticut 


James T. Babb 


Librarian 


¥ 


Associate Librarian 


David H. Clift 


November 5, 1948 


Eric P. Newman, Esq.. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Our Numismatic Collection does have in it 
a 1787 Fugio cent struck in gold, and it is of the 
variety which has large stars in the center of the 
thirteen links. 


Sincerely yours,. 





March 10, 1949 

i 


Numismatic Department 
Yale University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Gentlemen t 

Since you were eo helpful to me on miscellaneous 
colonial coins I want to be sure that you re» 
coive a copy of my recently published article 
on Fugio Cents, Please accept the enclosed copy 
with my compliments. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNewman/me 

Enc. 



Yale University Library, 

Ttew Haven, Connecticut 

April 0 , 1949 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the gift mentioned below, and I beg 
you to accept our sincere thanks. 



The Coin; Collector’s Journal 
J anu.ary~Febru.ary 1949, 

(contains article entitled: 

Varieties of the Fufio Cent, By Eric P. Newman) 


To Eric P, Newman, Esq, 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Yale University Library 

New Haven Conne&icut 


James T. Babb 
Librarian 


Henry M. Fuller 

November 6,1951 Ref erence Librarian 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
315 Washington Ave. 

St . Louis , Mo . 

Dear Sir: 


I have your letter of November 1, 
1951, concerning the Fugio cent. 

I am turning your letter over to 
Professor Alfred R. Bellinger, Curator of 
Coins. If he has information for you, you 
will hear from him directly. 


Yours very truly, 

Reference Librarian. 


HMP/3 


November 1, 1951 


Yale University Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 

You will recall that I published and sent you an article 
on the Fugio cent which was published in the Coin Col- 
lectors’ Journal for 1949* You were kind enough to be of 
help to me on certain items in connection therewith. 

I wrote you concerning a Fugio cent struck in gold and 
you replied, on November 5, 194£, that you did have one 
and that it had large stars in the center of the 13 links. 

I assumed that this coin was the Parmalee specimen, being 
No. 61 in the famous Parmalee catalogue. 

There was an advertisement in the September Numismatic 
Scrapbook in which Horace Brand indicates that he owns the 
Parmalee specimen and, therefore, it becomes very import- 
ant for me to learn if these two coins are the identical 
variety. 

While you have sent me coins to examine before, you may 
hesitate about sending me this one to examine. If you 
would wish to send it to the American Numismatic Society 
they could photograph it for me. Perhaps you could have an 
enlarged photostat of it made yourself without much compli- 
cation. I will appreciate your cooperation in any manner 
you are in a position to give it to me. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNjatb 


September 15, 


1956 


Mies Dorothy Cox 
Tale University Library 
Yale University 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Cox: 

My wife and I were out with the Greens this summer and we 
had a delightful evening together. Among other things he 
mentioned that you were still at Tale and that you recalled 
a correspondence with me a number of years ago with respect 
to coins. Believe it or not, I am finally trying to finish 
up my book on colonial copper coins covering, among other 
things, the counterfeit halfpence made in America about which 
I originally wrote you. I have finished all of my photo- 
graphic plates and am working on the uext. 

In 1950 there was a discovery made of a hoard of copper coin 
in Stepney, Connecticut and although practically all of the 
Connecticut and Vermont coppers were gone by the time I saw 
them, I was able to acquire an unknown 1776 counterfeit naif- 
pence which turned out to be the key to American counterfeiting 
activities . 

All of this leads to a few simple inquiries. Is it possible 
that I did not see all of the counterfeit British halfpence 
which your collection has? In the book by Willys Betts on 
counterfeit halfpence he states there are five varieties of 
1778. I have only been able to find four varieties and wonder 
if there were any you did not send me when I first examined 
them, ^ould it be possible for you to let me re-examine all 
specimens of 1778 counterfeit halfpence which you have? I have 
found only one variety of 1788 counterfeit halfpence and you 
Indicated at one time that you might have two varieties; howeve 
if there are any of the counterfeit halfpence you have which 
are not clear with respect to the daue, I would like to examine 
them also. 

My second problem is to examine the counterfeit halfpence 
of 1775 and earlier to determine whether any of those are 
American made. There is a 1767 counterfeit halfpence which I 


September 1£>, 195U 
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Miss Dorothy Cox 
Tale University Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 


can prove was made in America in 1787. Would it be possible 
for me to examine all of your George IT and George III half- 
pence? 

While you sent these coins to me personally, as a courtesy, 
in the past, I have a suggestion which might be helpful. 

I am Secretary of the Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson 
Memorial Building, Forest Park, St. Louis, Missouri. Would 
it be possible for you to lend that organisation all of these 
coins for my examination? Let me know how your associates 
feel with respect to cooperating with me and I will be guided 
by their thoughts. 


Sincerely yours. 


2RIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


April 26, 1961 


Yale University 
Numismatics department 
New Haven, Connecticut 


Attention t Mr. T.V. Buttrey, 
Librarian 


Oen tleraen : 


tnL h I! * die ° f the obverse of the Fugio cent and 

i n raL #r f?, 8 ^ V °!! W ? re kind to have an impress- 

£ SoS??i?S r f\ b ° ok Whlch 1 am writing on the siibiect. 

shloe ff X ih 6 5? advised of the exact dimensions and 

any slot r it®’ H f h * 6 * eK circular? *>*« it have 
any slots in it* How long is the die, etc. 

“V: ^rfgJaUfu!" t0 me thlS 

Incidentally, you might be interested to know that your 

Societv d tfrt Ii nt 5f!S the die &t the Mtttatuok Historical 
ociety and also different from any Fugio coin. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


February 12, 1961* 


Er.T. V. Buttrey 
Yale University 
Department of Classics 
Box 10^2, Yale Station 
Hew Haven, Conn. 

Bear Ted* 

Thank you for the list of Fugio Cents 
in the Tale collection. 

With respect to the gold piece, I an 
suming it is the one which has stars 
inside the links. If this is not true, 
would you advise me. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


bet 

Mr.Riohard Picker - with enclosure^ 


WILLIAM C. RIDGWAY. JR., chairman 


J. DEWEY DORSETT, president 


LEWIS A. VINCENT, vice president 


JOHN F. NEVILLE, vice president 
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INSURANCE 


NO WILLIAM STREET 


NEW YORK 


ASSOCIATION 

• N . Y. 10038 


June 23, 1965 


TO: Coin Dealers 


Yale University 
New Haven, Conn. 

Theft of Rare Gold Coins 
Collection May 29, 1965 
Value $981,556 
N.Y. File 2-739 


Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a descriptive list of rare gold coins 
stolen in the above loss. They are known as the Francis Garvan 
Collection consisting of U.S. and English gold coins and the 
Yale American Collection. These coins are capable of positive 
identification. The entire list of coins is available but too 
voluminous to publish. The list is being sent to a limited group 
of coin dealers. Your assistance and co-operation is requested. 

Insurance companies involved have posted a reward of 
$25,000 for arrest and conviction, or 10$ of value of recovered 
property with a limit of $50,000. 

It is requested that any information that may come to 
your attention regarding this theft be furnished to the nearest 
office of Federal Bureau of Investigation or the New Haven 
Police Department, New Haven, Conn., Tel. 787-^T^l Chief Francis 
V. McMannus. 


Very truly yours, 

Gilbert H. Meyer, 
Chief Special Agent 



GHM/dad 
Enel . 


PIECES INDIVIDUALLY IDENTIFIABLE 


English : 


American: 


Cromwell 50 Shilling Gold. 

Gold medal struck to commemorate the Coronation of Charles I, 
at Edinburgh, on June 18th, 1633. Preserved in a miniature 
frame . 

Massachusetts Pine Tree and Oak Tree, identifiable by dies 
and weight; Willow Tree, identifiable by illustration in 
Noe, THE NEW ENGLAND AND WILLOW TREE COINAGES. 

Brasher Doubloom, illustrated in AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
CENTENNIAL VOLUME. 

Gold Fugio Cent 

1799 Cent, B rockage, 

$2| gold, 1855 , off center proof. 

25 cents, 1796 , brilliant uncirculated, obverse die break in 
extremely late state. 

Half dime, 1802, Virgil Brand specimen. 

$10 gold, Oregon Exchange Company, 1849, plugged. 

$10 gold. Mormon, 1849, nick on edge. 

$50 gold, Wass Molitor & Co., 1855, very light scratches 
before face. 

$10 gold, Dubosq & Co., 1850 , edge dents. 

$50 gold, Kellogg & Co., 1855, slight nicks in field at 
second star, and one on cheek. 

$20 gold, Moffat & Co., 1853, two nicks on chin and throat. 

$ 5 gold, Shultz & Co., 1851 , pin scratch behind head. 

$ 1 gold, C. Bechtler, Rutherf., holed. 
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To: The Council and Executive Secretary 

American Numismatic Society 


From: T. V. Buttrey 

Date: November 18, 1967 

Subject: Implications of the Yale Coin Theft Trial 


\ 


The trial of John Riesen, a Chicago coin dealer, for 
possession, sale, and transportation of some of the coins stolen 
from Yale was held in Chicago on October 9-23, 1967. Riesen was 
found guilty by a jury on all five counts. 

At Mr. Norweb's suggestion I am bringing together here 
ray impressions and ideas, in case the American Numismatic Society 
should ever suffer such a theft, or any of us individually be put 
in a similar situation. 


The Theft 


On May 29, 1965 certain unknown thieves broke into the 
Yale vault and stole almost the entire United States collection. 

Federal and Colonial, rich in series in all metals, plus a type 
collection of English gold, and a few Canadian pieces. About 4,500 
pieces in all were taken. None of the thieves has ever been identified 

The Recovery 

A few of the coins have been recovered, all as a result 
of a single lead to the FBI which ultimately involved Riesen. Some 
were found in his possession, others with dealers ot collectors to 
whom he had made sales. The coins recovered represent only a very 
small part of the loss: five pieces of early Federal silver (one 
not included in the indictment), a group of sixty-seven Colonial 
coppers, one United States pattern cent. Part of the English gold 
was traced to a collector in Manchester, England, but has not been 
recovered. 

The Indictment 


The indictment against Reisen contained five counts, namely: 

Possession etc. of the 1796 10c and 25c. 

Possession etc. of the 1794 and 1796 50c. 

Interstate transportation of the 1794 and 1796 50c. 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 


(4) Possession etc. of the 67 Colonial coppers. 

(5) Possession etc. of 39 pieces of the English gold. 

The Trial 


The form of the case has to be understood in terms of 
the indictment and the history of the particular situation. The 
defendant lied when first questioned by the FBI two years ago: he 
claimed (1) to have bought the United States silver from certain 
named collectors and dealers, ( 2 ) to have accumulated the Colonial 
coppers from "junk boxes" over a period of time, and (3) not to have 
handled gold in any quantity. In answer the prosecution produced 
the individuals named in (1), who denied it all, and in fact the 
defendant then came up with some new names in the trial. This made 
my task much easier; if there had been an unshakable statement by 
the defendant it would have been his word against mine on the point 
of identification. Similarly in case (3), the government produced 
the dealer to whom Riesen had sold the English gold, together with 
cancelled checks and bank statements confirming the transaction. 

In case (2) we had to argue against the likelihood that such an 
accumulation could have been made at random. 

The Prosecution 

A. The Expert 

Before anything, it must be assumed that no one involved 
in such a trial -- judge, jury, lawyers for either side -- will know 
anything about numismatics in the least technical way. (In fact, 
in this case the United States Attorney had taught himself a great 
deal, so that he was able to understand the implications of the 
testimony. ) 

An expert witness must be able to expound all kinds of 
things. Thus I was asked (or I managed to introduce) what is meant 
by the various terms of condition when it comes to describing a 
particular piece, what United States mints are or were in operation, 
how coins are manufactured, how Colonial coins differ from Federal, 
what the chief bibliography is, how many pieces were struck of a 
given issue. All of these points could be handled easily by a good 
student or a good dealer; but we are not all good and that can make 
a difference. (For example, one of the coins in dispute is a 1796 
25c with a large and peculiar 1/2" obverse die break, about which 
there was a great deal of discussion. One of the small time dealers 
produced by the defense was unable to find the die break even while 
holding the coin in his hand, which discredited his testimony gener- 
ally.) In my particular case the defense asked such questions to 
cast doubt on my expertise on the grounds that such that I possess 
must be in ancient coinage. 


In the Yale case there were ■■ extensive inventories of the 
stolen coins, but no photographs which could be used to identify 
particular pieces. I had to identify them on the basis of my personal 
experience in the collection, and consequently it was essential to 
determine my qualifications as expert. The defense accepted the 
fact of my employment as sole curator as positive; they could have 
hit much harder than they did at (a) my basically ancient interests, 
and (b) the size of the collection -- 70,000 pieces, of which 4,500 
were taken. The prosecution brought out that I had gone over all 
the coins, especially the United States coins, with great care, 
checking all our inventories , and that I would more often discuss 
the United States coins with visitors than anything else. But there 
would have been room here for a larger attack on my expertise. 

The defense did manage to have one aspect of my testimony 
disallowed, my statements on valuation. The judge accepted the 
argument that since I was not actively buying and selling Colonial 
coppers or early Federal silver in 1965, at the time of my original 
identification of the recovered pieces, I could not know precisely 
what they were worth. The prosecution had foreseen this difficulty 
arising and was provided beforehand with dealer witnesses of repute 
(Harvey Stack, Jim Risk, Jerry Cohen and others) who independently 
supported the evidence which I had given on this point earlier. 

B. The Evidence 

1. 1796 10c, 1796 25c, 1794 50c, 1796 50c. These four pieces 
of early American silver were identified as individual coins. The 
25c had an extraordinary die break, unrecorded in Browning and 
known in only a very few examples, as well as an obverse scratch 
unique for the coin. It is in toned uncirculated condition. The 
combination of break, scratch, and condition make the piece absolutely 
recognizable as the Yale specimen -- to anyone who knows the coin, 

but I in fact am the only person in the world who knew it in these 
terms in that context, so its recovery and identification was a very 
lucky thing. The 1794 50c is uncirculated, with two edge dents 
inflicted on it in my presence when Harvjr Stack incapably dropped 
it while visiting the collection. The 1796 50c bears an initial 
scratched on its obverse. None of these individual characteristics 
was listed in any of our inventories, and our successful identifica- 
tion of the pieces at the trial depended from my first having been 
accepted as expert. 

2. A group of 67 Colonial coppers. While I did recognize a 
few pieces which were mutilated or counterfeit, 1 could not have 
testified that they all were Yale's, piece by piece. We had inven- 
tories of the New Jersey and Connecticut die varieties, and were 
able to argue from context: e.g., how did it happen that this lot 
contained a couple of the low number 1787 Connecticut pennies, but 
none of the great mass of 1787 no. 33 which is so extraordinarily 


abundant , and which by some oversight 

This kind of contextual agrument unusually nice condition, that 

so many rare pieces, and so m ny collection having been 

there is no reasonable likelihood of c °“ £ver thac this U ne 

put together cheaply and at r nd ^ us£ Reisen £i rst claimed 

of argumentation was effective o y testified that he got 

to have assembled the collection originally mentioned the 

it from a mysterious customer. l£he had or g ^ have found 

“r«u,t:rx:T.r;y' ; -A f ~ 

and dates could have been independently coi ns ^ __ and only 39 

voiced only part of the Vale loss P po i n t strongly 

of these were available in photograph . T ^“ ke ln " ud J d in the 
to the jury only the photographe p d up on demonstration 

indictment, and these were enlarge ^K^ted alongside, 
placards, with the possible dates of issue English 

Thus it was easy to see that the Yale uhen 10 or 20 

^ared « be e q ually 

sibilities * o^such^a^oincidence'^over 6 the 39 coins was less than one 

chance in a million-billion-billion. 

The Defense 

The defense had three entirely separate lines of argumenta- 
The aeren he law no indictment can be uttered 

tion open to them. (*) un less the material involved has a 

in a Federal case of this s ^ The de£ense could therefore 
fair market value of $5, the Question of value, 

challenge any count of the J- ndl ^™ . as Yal e’s was of course to 

(B) The identification of the ^ lines proved unsuccessful, 

guilty Sdge oh the part of the defendant had to be shown by the 
government . 

in regard to (A), the ^ tense^spen^a^rea^dea^^^ ^^ime^^ 
arguing that the market ts very f Un dealer ’ in corro boration. In 
catalogues and brought in f the status of Harvey Stack and 

the end the testimony oi de difficulty here lay in 

Jim Risk carried the government s .case . fo ^ e counts inc y luded coi ns 

the indictment itself, since t worth more than 

l"La^ - much leeway for the defense. 


(The English gold was no problem since Riesen had sold the lot for 
$12,000.) Thus if all the United States coins had been included in 
one count the question of value would hardly have arisen, and the 
defense would have taken another direction. 

^ ^ The defense against the government's identifications 
ran as follows: 

1. Our witnesses and their own were pressed to admit that 
many examples of the 1796 25c are still known. We had to insist 
on the die break, the scratch, and the condition. The defense was 
armed with sales catalogues in which some of this early silver had 
appeared, but we were able to read out "Fine", "Very Fine", etc. 
in rebuttal from the very catalogues. Similarly the 1794 50c was 
deprecated as common, but dealer witnesses would not admit to having 
seen one in uncirculated condition. The defense pretty much stayed 
away from the question of scratches and nicks, since these are 
definitive for identification, and spoke of how common such coins 
must be, therefore how difficult it is to identify a single specimen. 
In the end the prosecution case turned on accepting my word that I 
recogmzed a piece by such and such a mark; and Stack's confirmation 
or the dent incident was of great help. 

2. My argument from context and rarity was supported in- 
dependently by Richard Picker, who was introduced as a specialist 

in this field. The defense pretty well left this group of coins 
alone. 

3. My mathematical argument on probabilities ought to have 
been objected to by the defense right off. Had they been able to 
rule it out there would have been nothing left of our case on this 
point, I fear. A supporting witness was Jim Risk, who spoke gen- 
erally and with great authority on the difficulties of putting to- 

?K t ^ er w SUCh - a collection - But there was no other way of showing 
that the coins were actually Yale's. 6 

I* 16 questlon of g ui lty knowledge did not concern me. The 
United^ States attorney made a strong case for it by pointing out 

deflip 11 s inconsistencies in testimony, and by eliciting from the 
dealer witnesses their customary behaviour in dealing with expensive 
consignments. (Reisen had changed his story several times, and 

finally claimed that he got the coins from two men whose addresses 
and phone numbers he never knew.) 

Conclusion 


einpriM ln ' / °h ed an lncred ible amount of work and of 

expense. In the last analysis it all depended directly on me 

?n r irat th ”r th T Y ° rlslnal identification and my persistence 
a near h? ^ \ government had no case. It was consequently 

ing, and the government s success is owing partly to the 
poor preparation of the defense. In the end the jury found me 


credible, and that is a pretty weak reed to support such a structure. 
11 Riesen had stuck to one story, if he had been able to bring in 
supporting witnesses, and if his attorneys had had a better idea 
of the objective and the subjective in my kind of analysis, I think 
we could not have won the case. 

Obviously a good case should and could have had a much 
stronger foundation. We would have been saved an infinitude of 
labor, and probably would have recovered more of Yale's coins, if 
we had had a photographic inventory to begin with. I am convinced 
that there would have been no difficulty legallv in identifying 
individual specimens by nicks and scratches which could have been 
pointed to in photograph. 1 suspect even that the trial itself might 
have been avoided if the defense were faced with such evidence. 

In our case they never admitted that the coins traced to Riesen 
might have been Yale's. Council will recall earlier discussion of 
the question of photographing the Society's holdings, and the dif- 
ficulties involved; it will also recall how Mr. Grunthal recovered 
a rare United States pattern, which had been stolen from us, through 
the use of a photograph in our files. If I have any suggestion to 
make on the basis of this experience it would be that we now seri- 
ously reconsider the photographing of at least the more marketable 
of our trays. 


YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS QQ NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
3 o 2 Temple Street o6 5 ii QQ mail: 92 A Yale Station 06320 


The titie in which you are interested, Kirsch: Scales and 
Weights, is out of print at Yale University Press. M 


Laurie Borchert 
Customer Service 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

April 10, 1974 


Yale University Press 

Yale University 

New Haven, Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 


Do you have a copy for sale of Bruns Kisch, "Scales and 
Weights" (1965)? If so, please send it with a bill. 


Very truly yours. 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN : j ah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


568 

;tiFrom Samuel Wharton ;xt 

;sial: American Philosophical Society ;xi 

;dtParis Wednesday Sepr. 29/79 ;xd 

Mr. Wharton presents his Compliments to Dr. Franklin, and returns 
the Journals of Congress, and News papers with Thanks. He does not 
find any Paper upon the Subject of back Lands. Upon Enquiry, and 
looking over his Invoice Book, He finds, That Copper in Sheets, was 
in the year 1770, from 87/6 to 90/ Sterling per hundred; — of 112 
pds. to the hundred. §1 Mr. Wharton thinks there has been little 
Alteration in price, if any, since that Time. 

;vh 

Addressed: A' Son Excellenc / Monsieur / Monsieur Franklin / Passy 
;vh 

Notation : Wharton Paris 29. 7bre. 1779. 


477 

;tiFrom Edward Bridgen;xt 
;sials: American Philosophical Society ;xi 
;dtSepr 17 1779 ;xd 
;saDear Sir;xa 

f I have sent to the care of our good Monsieur Genet 2 Samples of 
Metal intended for the Current Coin, where they are doubtless much 
wanted and yield an immense profit to the Governmt. 

H I hereby engage to deliver at the port of London as fine in 
quality and of the Same Size and weight as those samples any 
quantity at 14 d Sterling per pound weight — Package, Cartage and 
other Incidental expences to be paid by the purchaser. Peices of 
half the weight or double the weight may be had on the same Terms 
and all of the best Copper. These peices are ;frl/3 of an Ounce and 
may well pass for the Same value as half pence do in England. I beg 
to know your sentiments as soon as possible otherways the 
proprietor must make his offer to another quarter here, 
f If a Die is wanting that may also be procured here with the 
necessary implements for working the Same In that case proper 
drawings must be furnished but I think it would not be so prudent 
to have the execution here. 

f As it will be a ready Money Article upon the delivery of the 
Metal the Cash or good Bills at 2 [ ? ] should be provided and if the 
proposal be accepted I wish to know your opinion how much may be 
wanted. 

f May your most valuable life be preserv'd to Nestors age or as 
long as you can be happy in yourself and can contribute to the 
felicity of Mankind is the sincere wish of my Dr Sir Yr: faithful 
& affect. 

;sgEdwd: Bridgen;xg 

Notations : 1000 lb 48000 Pieces Cost £ 58.6.8 / 

Edw Bridgen 17 7bre 1779. 


477 .ere 




r 


1. ftThis is the first mention of Bridgen's plan to supply Congress 
with blank copper rounds, to be stamped and used for coinage. 

bf was enthusiastic but lacked the authorization to contract for 
the copper ; see his answer of Oct. 2. When Bridgen wrote a 
for ma 1 proposal to Congress in 1782 bf for wa rded it with his 
endorsement (to Livingston, Dec. 24, 1782, National Archives) but 
t nt p i a n Was never adopted . 
a 

H " 

2. #Genet forwarded the samples with a cover letter dated Sept. 

29, which asked bf for confirmation that he" had received them. 

AP S . o c . , . . t . 

xx 


V 


L [/^‘ # Elsewhere on the same sheet as the notation are the following 
V jottings in bf's hand: ""1000 It 48000 Pieces Cost 
- ; ps58 . 6 . 8 " . 
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;tiTo Edward Bridgen;xt 

;siCopy: National Archives; copies (3) Library of Congress ;xi 
;dtPassy, Oct. 2. 1779. ;xd 
; saDear Sir, ;xa 

f I received your Favour of the 17th. past, and the 2 Samples of 
Copper are since come to hand. The metal seems to be very good, and 
the Price reasonable, but I have not yet received the orders 
necessary to justify my making the Purchase proposed. There has 
indeed been an Intention to strike Copper Coin that may not only be 
useful as small Change, but serve other Purposes. Instead of 
repeating continually upon every Half penny the dull Story that 
everybody knows, and what it would have been no Loss to mankind if 
nobody had ever known, that Geo. III. is King of Great Britain, 
France & Ireland &c. &c. to put on one Side some important Proverb 
of Solomon, some pious moral, prudential or oeconomical Precept, 
the frequent Inculcation of which by seeing it every time one 
receives a Piece of Money, might make an Impression upon the Mind, 
especially of young Persons, and tend to regulate the Conduct; such 
as on some, The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of wisdom : on 
others, Honesty is the best Policy ; on others, He that bv the Plow 
would thrive; himself must either lead or drive . On others, keep 
thy — S hop — & — thy Shop will keep thee . On others, a Penny sav / d is a 
Penny got. On others, He that buys what he has no need of, will 
soon be forced to sell his Necessaries , on others, Early to bed & 
— ar *iy to rise, — will make a man healthy, wealthy and wise , and so on 
to a great Variety. The other side it was proposed to fill with 
good Designs drawn and engraved by the best Artists in France of 
all the different Species of Barbarity with which the English have 
carry 'd on the War in America, expressing every abominable 
Circumstance of their Cruelty & Inhumanity, that Figures can 
express, to make an Impression on the Minds of Posterity as strong 
and durable as that on the Copper. This Resolution has been along 
time forborn, but the late Burning of defenceless Towns in 
Connecticut, on the flimsey Pretence that the People fired from 
behind their Houses, when it is known to have been premeditated and 
ordered from England, will probably give the finishing Provocation, 
and may occasion a vast Demand for your Metal. 

f I thank you for your kind Wishes respecting my Health. I return 
them most cordially fourfold into your own Bosom. Adieu, 

;sgB Franklin;xg 
Mr. Bridgen. 

;vh 

Copy 


V 
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l.#In the hand of a French secretary, signed by bf and marked by 
him, ""Copy." bf enclosed this copy in his letter to Livingston 
of Dec. 24, 1782; see our annotation of Bridgen’s letter, above. 
Sept . 17 . 

a 

K 

2 . # As far as we know. Congress had asked that the engravings of 
English barbarities be made for use in a children's book; see 
xxix, 590-3. 

fbf's interest in mottos was far from casual. He had been a 
member of a congressional committee to provide plates for 
continental currency and a book from his library was used to 
provide the mottos used on the various denominations: Eric P. 
Newman, ""Continental Currency & Fugio Cent: Sources of Emblems & 
Mottoes," The Numismatist lxxix (1966), 1587-98. See also xxii, 
357-8 . 

XX 


THE PAPERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

Sponsored by the American Philosophical Society and Tale University 


April 1, 1992 

Eric P. Newman 
Mercantile Tower 
7th & Washington 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Betty Nuxoll suggested that you might be able to offer us some help 
on the enclosed letter from Samuel Wharton. I'm trying to decide 
whether the copper sheets mentioned are for coins* or sheathing 
ships bottoms. Both were of some interest to Franklin at this 
time, Wharton seems to me more likely to have been interested in 
coins than ships, but that's by no means conclusive. 

As you will see by our footnote to Franklin's correspondence with 
Wharton, we are already indebted to you for your help. We'd be 
grateful for any additional information you can provide. With best 
wishes, 

Sincerely, 



Barbara Oberg 
Editor 


\ALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, 1603 A YALE STATION, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06520 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 



April B. 1992 


Mb. Barbara Oberg, Editor 
The Papers of Benjamin Franklin 
Yale University Library 
1603 A Yale Station 
New Haven, CT 06520 

□ ear Barbara: 

I am delighted to try to answer your letter of April I, 1992 with respect to the 
Samuel Wharton letter dated September 29, 1779. I am going down the Mississippi 
River tomorrow on a paddle wheel boat and when I return I will give you my thoughts. 

In the meanwhile. I call your attention to the fact that in the Footnote 112 of Item 
59M the word "plates" should not be used because the right word is really "Forms" 
or printing forms [composed of loose type and ornaments]. 

I would like a photocopy of the jottings oF bf on the sheet containing the September 
17, 1779 Bridgen letter. The use of "ps" for pounds [money] is unusual as "ps" was 
often used For pesos [money]. I presume bf also used the-L sign. I am writing 
the history of the $ and that is why I am so interested. 

It is a pleasure to be of help. Y ! " 1 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


THE PAPERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 


Sponsored by the American Philosophical Society and Tale University 


April 15, 1992 

Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Thank you for your letter of April 8. I enclose a photocopy of the 
jottings from the September 17, 1779 Bridgen letter. 

Sincerely, 



Barbara Oberg 
Editor 


YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, 1603 A YALE STATION, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06520 


//v^ 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Ms. Barbara Oberg, Editor Aoril ?? iqqs> 

The Papers of Benjamin Franklin 
Yale University Library 
1603A Yale Station 
New Haven, CT 06520 

Dear Ms. Oberg: 

I have returned from my trip in which my wife and I were 
enjoying the Mississippi river towns and plantations and I was 
researching the $ sign to a trivial extent. 

, . fought: about the Wharton letter to Benjamin Franklin 

dated 29 September, 1779 using the expression "Copper in sheets" 
and mentioning only price per hundred weight. 

1 ^ Naturally the proximity of the 17 September 1779 date of the 
letter from Bndgen to Franklin and the 2 October 1779 reply both 
concerning copper planchets for coinage, would strongly indicate 
that the intervening date of the Wharton letter was on the same 
subject. The 2 May 1779 letter from Finley to Arthur Lee in Paris 
was in Franklin's files and also related to copper coin for the 

p ni J^ 7 d -r ThS dating of that letter was once thought to be 

;L.„y bub 1 concluded in my "Poor Richard's Mottoes for 

actuallT I l779 miSinatlSt / December 1956 ' PP- 1363-1367, that it was 

In the 17 September 1779 letter the price of copper planchets 

?o r c P °r d 15 14 pence sterling. The price of sheet copper in the 
29 September 1779 letter is 87/6 to 90 shillings sterling or 1050 
pence to 1080 pence sterling per hundred weight which is equal to 
9.375 pence to 9.643 pence per pound weight. It appears that the 
thinking could have involved the cost to produce planchets from 
copper sheets. The sheets had to be cut into long strips, then the 
P ^?J} C H etS P^ n ? h ® d ° ut on a screw press, then the scissel had to be 
i-hi t6d t Ca ^ t in , tC L blocks and rerolled into sheets again to salvage 

if thP nn!f 1V6 f . V6r material . I think Franklin was wondering 
if the cost of making planchets might be reduced. 

The matter of the need for very smooth rolled sheets for 

CO ™ par * d w J: th the rougher rolled sheets acceptable for 
naval use is not indicated in the letters. Likewise the thickness 
and the size of sheets is not mentioned. 

1779 T^^ nner in whicbsheet copper is quoted in the 29 September 
79 letter is a major clue to its contemplated use. If there wa^ 

war 1 th^th^n 11 obtai £ ing c ° pper sheathing for naval vessels for the 
no ^ th th ®" current market price of copper would be of primary 

in thaf* iIh 1S Up_t °" date P rice is only estimated most informally 
n that letter. The 1770 price of copper and the prices for 

contemplated . Y6arS W ° Uld b ® irrelevant if current naval use was 
As to the use of copper sheets for coinage there was a major 


interest in the price stability of copper as a commodity because 
the public had to be satisfied to accept the copper coins in 
circulation on a continuing basis and a substantial drop in the 
price of copper could cause public rejection. Since coins are made 
to pass for a specific value it was also important that the price 
of copper did not increase substantially as that would eliminate 
the profit from copper coinage and could have forced the copper 
com to be melted for its intrinsic value. Thus the history of 
copper prices was important in thinking about producing copper 
com. Since the coinage had not been authorized there was no 
urgency to obtain an up to date price. 

I therefore feel that copper coins were the topic referred to 
in the 29 September 1779 letter. 

As to the 17 September 1779 Bridgen letter notations the 
insignia is £ and not Ps. I would therefore change footnote 4. 

It is a pleasure to try to be of help and if there is more I 
can do please let me know. 


Sincerely, 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


April 17, 1967 


Yale University Museum 
Box 1052 Yale Station 
Mew Haven, Conn. 

Gentlemens 

In connection with the theft of Yale's coins, we 
have so me identification which may be helpful to you. 

Recently, we were doing some research and found that 
we had taken pictures of certain specimens in the Yale 
collection. These were counterfeit English halfpence of 
George III dated between 1772 and 1787 and minted at 

Me chin *s Mill, Newburgh, 'lew York. 

Several of these are unusually rare although having 
only nominal market value. 

If you lost this portion of the collection and they 
are ever found, they can be identified, postively, from 
the photographs we have available. Some of the photo- 
graphs appear to have been taken at the American Numismatic 
Society, in lew York, the most recent in 1962. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


CC: Dr. Theo. Buttrey, Jr. - 

University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


E? 1 /a tb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

November 16, 1976 


Yale University Press 
Box 92-A Yale Station 
New Haven, CT 06520 

Gentlemen: 


Please be kind enough to send one copy of Scales And Weights, 

A Historical Outline by Kisch. 

Thank you for your attention to the above. My check for $20.00 
is enclosed. 


Very truly yours. 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 

Enel. 




J m '■ 

THROUGH RESEARCH AND fcXHIbl 1 iuin 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


January 20, 1981 


Yale University Art Gallery 
New Haven, CT 06510 

Attention: Hr. John P. Burnham 

Dear Mr. Burnham: 


I have been working with Tom Schweich before he goes to Paris 
and he has spoken of your stimulation of his numismatic interests. 

The exhibit Silver in American Life’* is drawing big crowds 
in St. Louis and I wanted to ask a question or two about one of the 
wall panel 8 depicting money values as engraved by Nathaniel Hurd. I 
imagine this is a label to be pasted inside of a scale box and was won- 
dering if you could give me the exact size of it and also a photocopy 
of any picture of it you have. 


X noticed that you used the date circa 1765 on this item and 
I won.er how you arrived at this conclusion. My impression is that it 
should be 1750 or immediately thereafter because the ratio of old tenor 
to lawful money is 7% to 1 and this was set as of January 1, 1750. All 
calculations are based upon that situation. I, therefore, wonder what 
you determined in order to arrive at the 1765 date. Nathaniel Hurd would 
be only 21 when 1750 occurred. 


I look forward to hearing from you. 



jah 


YALE UNIVERSITY ART GALLERY 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

February 10, 1981 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Your letter of 20 January addressed to Mr. Burnham at the Art Gallery has 
come to my attention in my capacity as co-curator of the "Silver in Ameri- 
can Life" exhibition. 

The Hurd photo-mural was enlarged from a copy of the print in the Yale Art 
Gallery’s collection (accession number 1976»105«2). This print measures 
130 x 154 mm. It is likely that these tables were pasted or included in 
boxes of scales and weights. A xerox copy of a photograph of the Gallery's 
example is enclosed. If you wish, you may order a photograph from Louisa 
Cunningham, Photograph Rights and Reproductions, Yale University Art Gal- 
lery, 2006 Yale Station, New Haven, Connecticut O652O. 

As to the date of the print: these prints, which are undated to my know- 
ledge, have been published in the past as being ca. 1765 (see, for example, 
Martha Gandy Fales, Early American Silver [1970], p. 23O). This is probably 
due to the fact that Hurd began to use the word "Sold" on his prints at 
about this time (see Hollis French, Jacob Hurd and His Sons Nathaniel & Ben- 


jagfo? Silversmiths, 1702-1781 [Cambridge, Mass., 1939])! Old Tenor also 
remained in circulation long after 1750, so these prints would retain their 
usefulness after that date. However, dated work by Nathaniel Hurd exists 
from as early as 1749, so an earlier date for this particular example is 


not unlikely. 


I hope this information is of some use to you. If you would like to contact 
Mr. Burnham directly, you might write to him at the Numismatic Collection, 
Sterling Memorial Library, Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 06520 (J203— 436— 


Sincerely, 



Gerald W. R. Ward 

Assistant Curator 

Garvan and Related Collections 

of American Art 

GWRW:ms 

Enclosure 


Chapel Street at York Mail: 2006 Yale Station New Haven Connecticut 06520 
American Art Garvan & Related Collections 
203-436-3359 203-436-4640 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


February 17, 1981 


Mr. Gerald W. R. Ward 
Xale Uni versity Art Gallery 
2006 Yale Station 
New Haven, CT 06520 


Dear Mr. Ward: 


Thank you for your letter of February 10, 1981, with 
respect to the Nathaniel Hurd conversion table. 

I appreciate your research and interpretation. 

There is one clarification I wanted to point out with 
respect to your comments. All existing Massachusetts paper money 
was called for redemption by March 31, 1751, and only small change 
bills were issued in minor quantities from then until the Revolutionary 
War. The use of Old Tenor was as money of account rather than 
actual money. Lawful Money was the actual official money. Other 
New England colonies handled their problem with interest bearing 
notes. Connecticut and New Hampshire used Lawful Money while Rhode 
Island showed the equivalent of Old Tenor on its notes of 1750 and 

1755. From 1756 Rhode Island notes were interest bearing and issued 
in Lawful Money. 


I believe a more accurate description of the print dating 
would be prepared in accordance with the establishment of the Lawful 
Money Standard in 1750. 


Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. Newman 


YALE UNIVERSITY ART GALLERY 


11 April 1995 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Your address was given to me by John Burnham, curator of the 
numismatic collection at Yale. For the last few years I have 
been working on the manuscript of a biographical dictionary of 
Colonial Massachusetts silversmiths. In the course of doing 
research for this publication, your excellent book The Early 
Paper Money of America has been very useful. I am looking for a 
number of examples of New England currency to illustrate in my 
book, specifically to make comparisons between engraving on the 
kill* and on silver. Thus far, I have had difficulty finding 
surviving examples of some of the bills in good enough condition 
ko illustrate. I wonder if you can tell me the sources of your 
illustrations for the 1702 Massachusetts forty shillings bill, 
the 1717 (re-dated 1722) New Hampshire four pound bill (reverse), 
and the 1733 (re-dated 1740) Connecticut five pound bill. I will 
be immensely grateful for whatever help you can offer. 

Sincerely, 



Patricia Kane, Curator 
American Decorative Arts 


PEK/ln 



Chapel Street at York Mail: P.O. Box 208271 New Haven, Connecticut 06520-8271 
American Art Garvan & Related Collections 
203-432-0616 203-432-0615 FAX: 203-432-7159 


